Thursday, September 9, 2004
1 Corinthians 7:1 – 40

The first verse of chapter 7 reminds us that this letter is partly in reply to several issues about which the Corinthian church had questioned Paul. As we will see in Paul’s other letters, he expected Jesus to return any day (even Paul was not privy to the details of God’s plans). This may be largely the reason that he encouraged celibacy to his parishioners. He also felt that for those who wanted to minister the gospel to the world, marriage was both a distraction and probably also felt that it was an unfair burden for a spouse to face. After all, Paul himself had been beaten and stoned, and surely expected martyrdom to end his life. 

Many feminists have difficulty with Paul; in fact they consider him a downright plague on womanhood. That view, however, does not reflect Paul well. After all, this is the man who commended Phoebe as the carrier of his letter to the Romans; who encouraged the ministry of Lydia the businesswoman; listed Priscilla above her husband, indicating that she was probably the leader of the couple’s ministry; and commended many other women as ministers and witnesses of the gospel. In verses 2-7 note that Paul expects wives to submit to their husbands AND husbands to submit to their wives. In verse 5 he indicates that a spirit of compromise and agreement is best for both husband and wife. At the same time Paul admits that his preferred status was to be unmarried and celibate. 

In verses 10-11 Paul reflects the teaching of Jesus on divorce, but he goes on to detail what he describes as his own interpretation of various situations. Jesus had taught His followers the will of God. Paul, the theologian, advises the congregation on how to abide by God’s will. Marriage can result in many different relationships; some wonderful and some impossible.

There are many questions to ask as one contemplates divorce. It is never to be approached as a convenience to make one more comfortable. God expects us to fight to maintain our marriages, but it is worth mentioning again that though God desires that all be in good and God-pleasing relationships, He does not require anyone to remain in an abusive situation. God is a God of love who does not condemn His children to a life of fear. 


The NIV and the NASB disagree on the translation of verses 36-38. In one the man with authority over the virgin’s marriage is her fiancé; in the other he is her father (marriages were arranged by the parents in those days). The “father” translation is probably correct. 


Paul also speaks to slaves within the congregation. Paul’s concern was for the souls of his flock, not their position in the world. One’s worldly circumstance did not affect his position with God! No matter what their place in society, all were brothers and sisters, all were children of the Father. 
